
“Building a Godly Legacy” 

Deuteronomy 6 

Father’s Day, 2011 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 

 

Unapologetically:  

• Invite you to give your attention to Deuteronomy 6 

• Aim my message specifically at fathers. 

 

This morning I want to share with you 4 essential building blocks for a godly 

legacy. 

 

1. A godly legacy is passed on by those who model the fear of God. 
[vs. 1-3] 

 

Notice that an ongoing legacy is what God is after in vs. 2 when He 

says, “so that you, your son, and your grandson might fear the Lord 

your God.” 

 

 So what does it mean to fear the Lord your God?    

 

The Fear of the Lord ~ Doing what is right in the eyes of the 

Lord (living life so as to please
1
 Him) knowing that He is the 

One to whom we must give an account for all things and that 

He is the rewarder of those who love and obey Him.  

 

The fear of the Lord is like a two-sided coin: On the one side we are 

seeking to avoid His discipline on sin while on the other we are 

seeking His blessing on our obedience.  

   

We model the fear of the Lord to our kids through our obedience to 

God’s Word, both in our actions and our attitudes.  

 

Don’t miss the dominant theme of obedience in these verses:   

  --vs. 1—“this is the commandment, the statutes and  

    judgments… that you might do them” 

                                                 
1
 PLEASE (seeking His delight because I love Him) vs. APPEASE (Doing the 

minimum requirement to get Him off of my back) 

--vs. 2—we’re called “to keep all his statutes and 

commands” 

  --vs. 3—He says, “listen and be careful to do it” 

 

By the way, God does not accept a plea of ignorance—He’s given us 

His Word!  [Illus.: When you go to take the written exam for your 

driver’s license, the instructor doesn’t take a plea of ignorance. All 

the information is in the book and he expects you to study it so that 

when you go to the road you can do it.]  

 

God has given us His Word—He’s given us everything we need to 

walk in His blessing. The call to obedience always includes the 

promise of blessing.   
  

 Vs. 2—“that your days may be prolonged” 

 Vs. 3—“that it may go well with you” 

 

Dads, it’s essential that our lives instill in our children a reverence 

for God that refuses to forfeit His favor.  

 

If you are not walking in the fear of God, then you really haven’t yet 

come to know God. Oh, you may know a lot about God but you 

have not yet begun to walk in the reality that because He is holy He 

must discipline disobedience, and because He is good He will always 

bless obedience.   

 

You must pass on the fear of God to your sons and grandsons 

because if you don’t this world of temptation, sin, sensuality, self-

centeredness, pride, and demonic influence will eat them alive and 

they will fall under the discipline and judgment of God.  

 

Dads, you build a godly legacy by modeling the fear of God, by 

walking in obedience to God’s Word.  

 

2. A godly legacy is passed on by those who teach their children to 

love God [vs. 4-9].  

 

Vs. 4 & 5 are called the Shema. Shema is the Hebrew word for 

“listen, hear.” 

 

These were the first verses that a Jewish child would learn because 

they were at the very heart of a vibrant relationship with God: “Hear, 



O Israel—listen! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

and with all your might.”   

 

In other words, there is only one true God and He is our Lord. 

Therefore, we are to live with a singular loyalty to Him.  
 

So what does that look like? Vs. 5: “You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might.” 

 

By the way, the term “with all your heart” is used 21 times in the 

Bible, but it is always used and only used in reference to our 

relationship with God: love, fear, seek, serve, trust, with all your 

heart. God alone is to be the primary, all-encompassing loyalty of 

our hearts, and when He is, all other loyalties will fall into place.   

 
Dads, this is what you are to teach your kids: that God alone should 

be our master and He is worthy of our absolute devotion.  

 

So how do you teach this to your kids?  Vs. 6 instructs us to begin by 

writing these things on our own hearts. That means a life free of 

idolatry. No other pursuits in life override our pursuit of God. No 

other relationships violate your relationship with God. We give him a 

singular right to our life.  

 

Then, when we have written these things on our hearts, all of life 

becomes a teaching moment.   

 

Vs. 7—teach them diligently to your sons 

  --talk of them 

• Sit in the house 

• Walk by the way (while you experience life, build 

the bridge from the physical to the spiritual, from the 

temporal to the eternal) 

• When you lie down 

• When you rise up 

Regardless of where we are or what we are doing, there is to be a 

constant theme in our conversations with our kids: “there is only one 

God and we are to honor and serve Him alone by loving Him with all 

that we are and all that we have.” 

 

Life Principle: We can’t teach our kids that which we have not 

yet written on our own hearts.  
 

Dads, do you want to build a godly legacy? Love God with all your 

heart, write His word on your heart, and teach it to your children.  

 

3. A godly legacy is passed on by those who remember the 

sufficiency of God [vs. 10-12]. 

 

The greatest test of whether or not we love God with all of our heart 

is not poverty or even persecution. The greatest test is prosperity.  

Prosperity has the power to erode your moral and spiritual fiber by 

tempting us to assume that we can manage our lives without utter 

dependence on God. (Prosperity is not bad as long as we are surrendered 

to God). 
 

I have discovered that the times when Jesus has been the 

sweetest to me have been in those seasons where I have had to be 

absolutely dependent on Him. God will use hardship in your life 

as an opportunity to make you a living parable for your kids—an 

opportunity for them to see in your life that God is faithful and 

His grace is sufficient! 
 

But when you have abundance and are satisfied, watch yourself!  

--Don’t forget the Lord.  

--Don’t forget that all you have came from Him.  

--Don’t forget that you are not your own but belong  

   to Him. 

--Don’t forget that God alone is sufficient to meet your  

   needs. 

--Don’t begin to live independently of God as  

   though you are self-sufficient.  

 

Dads, for the sake of your kids, you must not forget that apart from 

Christ you can do nothing. Let your kids see you boast in your 

weakness and in the power and sufficiency of God. Teach them to 

live as though God alone is their provider. Teach them to pray. 

Teach them to give thanks.  

 

If you want to pass on a godly legacy, you must remember the 

sufficiency of God. 

 



4. A godly legacy is passed on by those who remember the jealousy 
of God [vs. 13-17]. 

 

There is a reason why the affections of your heart should be fully 

devoted to the Lord. The reason is found in vs. 15: “for the Lord 

your God in the midst of you is a jealous God.” 

 

In other words, God will not share you with any other master.  

The Lord your God is a jealous God and His jealousy is severe.  

This is a life and death issue: “otherwise the anger of the Lord will 

be kindled against you and He will wipe you off of the face of the 

earth.” (vs. 15) 

 

Why is God’s jealousy so severe?  

Because He must judge sin, and frankly, it would be better for you to 

die than to serve any other god besides the Lord God of Heaven. He 

is your only source of life! 
 --5:33—“You shall walk in all the way which the 

Lord your God has commanded you that you may live.” 

--6:24—“So the Lord commanded us to observe all these 

statutes, to fear the Lord our God for our good always and 

for our survival.” 

--32:46-47—“Take to heart all the words with which I am 

warning you today, which you shall command your sons to 

observe carefully, even all the words of this law. For it is not 

an idle word for you; indeed it is your life...” 

  

God’s jealousy is for our good because it protects us.  

 

Illus: Like a jealous father who is not willing to hand over his 

daughter to just any brute. God knows the only one that we can be 

trusted with is Himself.  

 

Dads, it’s imperative that you instill in your children an 

understanding of God’s protective jealousy. They must know that 

God loves them and that He loves them enough that He would rather 

discipline them than share them with any other master including 

themselves.  

 

If you want to pass on a godly legacy, then you must remember that the Lord 

your God is a jealous God.  

 

Warning: Beware of the fallen debris that can derail your mission of 

building a godly legacy.   

 

You can do everything in your power to live out these life principles in 

Deuteronomy 6. You can train, teach and disciple your kids. Yet there is an 

Achilles heel that every Father must be aware of that can derail your mission 

of imparting godliness to your kids.  

 

But God has graciously issued us two parallel warnings in the New 

Testament to guard us against it. The first is in Eph. 6:4: “Fathers, do not 

provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord.” There is a parallel command in Col 3:21: “Fathers 

do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.”  

 

The reason for this command is so that our children will not lose heart or 

despair. But obviously the bar is higher than just not pushing our children to 

the point of despair or anger. The real goal is to do the opposite of raising our 

children in such a way that they will have courage and hope in God rather 

than despair.  

 

So why does the Lord state it in the negative? Because He wants us to be 

attentive to the fact that there is a particular weakness here for fathers. God’s 

commands speak to areas of vulnerability in our lives. (Particularly 

those stated in the negative). They’re not just something He wants us 

to do but wants to protect us from. He knows that left to our 

humanness we can easily misuse our authority as fathers in a way that 

will exasperate our kids to the point of anger and despair. We can exasperate 

our children by being overly rigid, demanding, overbearing, harsh or critical. 

We can exasperate our children when we are inconsistent in our discipline or 

when we don’t hold ourselves to the very expectations we place on our kids.  

 

We can exasperate our kids by our own lack of joy in the Lord. Listen 

carefully parents: We can take our kids to church, teach them the Bible, and 

enforce Biblical morals. But if we don’t have the joy of the Lord in our 

life, it will be difficult for our kids to follow Jesus.
2
 Where there is a lack 

of joy, there is a lack of abiding in Christ. And when our abiding in Christ 

grows weak, our character suffers and we resort to our human nature.  
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 Deut. 28:47—God’s discipline looming “because you did not serve the Lord your 

God with joy and a glad heart for the abundance of all things.”  



Bottom Line: We can teach all the right things. We can enforce all the right 

things. But if we do it with the wrong spirit—if we do it in such a way that 

our child’s spirit is broken, we will derail our mission of building a godly 

legacy.  

 

Fathers, you have the power to either give hope or despair. Your child’s 

identity and spiritual potential is in your hands. It’s time for fathers to 

reclaim their God-given influence on their children—and it’s not too late. We 

always talk about a mother’s vital, irreplaceable and life-long influence on a 

child’s life. And it’s true. But it is no less true for fathers. Dads, you hold 

the key to your child’s identity. Your daughter’s sense of security is based 

on the security of your love for her. Your son’s confidence is based on your 

affirmation of Him. This is why Prov. 17:6
3
 says, “the glory of sons is their 

fathers.” Whatever glory or confidence that your son will carry through life 

comes from you, dad. You are the lifeline to your child’s identity. 
 
When it comes to those frustrating moments of parenting, do whatever it 

takes to rule your spirit. Because God has given you the high calling of 

bestowing upon your children the blessing of courageous hope in God.  

 
Seven Practical Gifts that will provide hope and courage (confidence 

in God) for your children: 
 

1. Give your children the gift of affection.  

Action Point: Let them hear you say, “I love you!” 

 

2. Give your children the gift of humility (basic to all other virtuous 

character). 

Action Point: Let them hear you say, “I’m sorry; I was wrong; please 

forgive me!”  

 

3. Give your children the gift of spiritual formation. 

Action Point: Pray with them. 

 

4. Give your children the gift of truth. 

Action Point: Teach them God’s Word. 

 

5. Give your children the gift of recreation. 

Action Point: Play with them. 
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 Proverbs 17:6—“Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and the glory of sons is 

their fathers.” 

 

6. Give your children the gift of security. 

Action Point: Honor your wife. 

 

7. Give your children the gift of discipleship. 

Action Point: Reclaim your God-given influence as a father by 

modeling a life in love with Jesus.  

 

 

Oh Lord, when our children read the letter of our lives, may they see 
more than us. May they see Jesus in us. May our lives be a reflection 
of You, the ultimate Father. Thank you for each father here this 
morning. May you bless them with the grace they need to live their 
lives and raise their children to the glory of God. Enable our children 
to follow us as we follow you. Empower each father here today to 
model to his children what it means to seek You, to fear You, to love 
You, to believe You, to obey You, to Serve You, and ultimately to 
worship You. In Jesus name, Amen. 


